Welcome to-SheOak
Kinder and Gnarre Prep

The Freshwater Creek Steiner Kindergowtes

Prep begawnv inv 2000. They grew fromowvwmpul/w
in 1996 in Geelong when the Friends in Hand
Kindergarten was established. Sheoaks
Kindergawrtenw and Gnawre prep aim to-provide a
sanctuary of creative plavy for childrven. The
childvenw awe murtured by the daily and seasonal
riwthans withv v joyful flow of songs; stories and
play. We listen to- fairytales, nature stories,
nuwrsery rlvymes and songs, pawticipating in av
time of activities and rituads which remain the
saume from week to-week: Through these the child
experiences the richness of folk wisdom, basic life
truths and the comforting rhythuns of life: During
the first seven years the child’s physical body iy
bodies to-explore what they can do-. The child
leawrng thwough imitationw and physical activity.
SheOak Kinder and Gnarre Prep provide a home-
like envwironment. During the day the childrev
will be imumersed inv wet-on-wet painting,
drawing, beeswar modelling, simple hand crafty
using wool and other natuwral materials, baking,
eurhythimy, puppetry, gardening; caring for
animads and most importantly imaginative plavy.
This not only nowrishes the child, but helps to-
develop avtrue joy for life and nature.

TOYS

Natwral play materials are provided for their
inherent beauty and charvacter. Off cut blocks; pine
cones; shells; knitted and wooden animals provide
a rich source for the child’ s creative play.
Playstands withv silke or cotton clothy offer scope for
indoor cubbies and dress-ups. The forms of the
simple toysy and dolls give scope for imagination;
for exaumple, av doll might become o fowrmer, a baby
not be too-pronounced. Many of today’s toys rob-the
child of these imaginative opportunities.

SONGS

Songs awre sung thwroughout the session, whichs
aids in the transition from one activity to-another,
for the pure joy of singing and to- nowrish the soul
within. Be encouraged to-learn and sing owr songs
at home withv your child.

STORIES

We tell nature, seasonal and festival storvies,
all of which express life inv simple, rivythumic and
antistic ways. Whew childven awe listening to- storvies
being told they have to-create their oww pictures.
They must bring together bothvtheir experience and
imagination to-make sense of the words and to-
actually create the pictures intheir minds. Storvy
time iy v time that canv enliven, inspire and deeply



CLOTHING

Just as we aim to-provide wholesome
natuwral toys, so-too- should our children be given
the benefity of natural fibre clothing. The skiv iy
a important sense organ, separating our body
from the exwironument, yet at the same time
relating us to- it thwough the senses of touch and
temperature. The life element (common to-people;
animals and plants) is lacking inv synthetics.
Natwral fibres give av sense of soul comfort, while
synthetics awe foreign to- uumowy natuwre ands
shouwld be awoided.

It iy important that young childres be kept
wauwrm. Woollew o cotton singlets; socks; vests,
Jumpers and haty worn in cold weather help to-
provide this essentiol warmth.

The Kindergawter iy av place of active work
and play, we encourage playy inv all weathers ands
ask for childven to- come dressed inv clothes
suitable for play. We do- not hawe av uniform and
solid colowrs without slogans are preferred.

FOOD

In keeping withv o wholesome atmosphere; we
make sure that the morning and afternoon tear
we provide arve of the highest quality. Where
possible organic ov biodynamic foods are used,
eggs fromthe form; local honey and so-ovw. Inv
2007 we began av rubbish-free lunch policy. We
encouwrage simple and nourishing lunches.

tarly Childhood Educatiov
(0-7) based onthe work of
Rudolf Steiner

“The very young, Pre-school aged child comes
to- know the world and others thwough physical,
sevusory activity. This iy o immediate, participative
way of knowing; by which the child thwoughv
physical activity, and above all thwrough imitatiown,
enudation and play, comes to-know and make the
world ity oww.” Rudolf Steiner

‘The first six or seven yeawrs awe of vitoad
importance to-a child as they explove their world.
Tremendous life forces ave evident invthis period,
particidauwly inthe area of the wil which is the
natuwral and dominant cognitive force at this
gage:

Inthisy phase, and at av very rapid pace;
infanty and young children master the skills of
movement and coordination, speech; gesture;
verbal and non-verbal communication; social
interaction ond moawvy others. Ay we know, the
young child mimicy everything from physical
movementy thwough to- attitudes and values-the
latter forming the basis for future moval
development. Formal literacy and numeracy skills
are not taught at this age, but their future
development is grounded inv v rich experience or
orval and practical leawrning experiences’ (steiner

Education Aust, RSSA).



The Kinder/Prep
Erwivorvment

We strive to- make the Kindergarten and
Prep rooms o beautiful space. The forms of the
buildings, the colowr of the walls, the furnishings
and toys; the quality of life which enters the
rooms and the gardens themselves are all
regawded ay significont influences upon the

childrew.
The World Today

In “The Right to- Childhood-a Humarv
Right” Neil Postmauw says that there is a danger of
the “disappearance of childhood going under the
cloak of modernity”. Childrenw and teens awe oftesv
treated like adulty and we need to-ask if this
prepares young people better for their futwre tasks
withiw society? The conditions for childhood
development need to-be respected; protected and
realiged inv o enduring woy.

A Global Educationw

Rudolf Steiner established the first Steiner
School in Stuttgout, Germowvy inv1919. Today
there are around 1000 schoolsy and 1600 Kinders
in 60 countries, numerous special education
centres and teacher training centres. UNESCO has
recognised Steiner Educationw's strong
approachy; crossing racial and cultuwral divides.

Steiner Tducatiov inv
Awstraliov

The first Steiner school ‘Gleneaow begaw inv
Sydney inv 1957 with thwee students. The Steiner
movement hay since grownto- 44 schooly and eanly
childhood centres. AU Steiner schools are registered
and accredited with the relevant State educational
Authority and meet all the State ond Federal
requirements.

Owr journey....

Classes at the Geelong Rudolf Steiner School
begawv ivv Februawry 2000 and emerged from the
cudmination of tew yeawrs work of the Geelong
Steiner Association. The Association was established
in 1991 with family playgroups and in 1996 the
Kindergowten commenced. In 2004 we relocated to-
Freshwater Creek thanks to- v generous gift from ouwr
Patronw and several other families. We hawve received
Federal and State funding for owr ‘Big roomv,
improvementy to-portables, water tanks and the Wet
lands. Inv 2009 we received federal funding for avw
outdoor kitchew and two- classrooms. The buildings
and, grounds yow see today ave the restdt of much
good will; effort, devotion and cowe of our past and
present teachers and families.

We cuvvently offer Playgroups; Pre Kinder,
Kindergowten, Prep and Classes 1-6. We have awv
active Community life withv o Parent’s choir,
Gawrdening group, Powvent’s & Friends; & host
workshops and conferences thwoughout the yeow .



FURTHER READING

Yow awe youwr child’s first teacher, R
Baldwin

Lifeways: wovking with foumily
questions G. Dawvy ond B.Voors

A guide To-Child Healtiv Glockler and
Goebel

Who's Bringing thesm up? M. Lawrge

The Incownating Chiddr J. Soalter

The Education of the Child R. Steiner

AU Yeowr Rouwnd Druitt, Fynes-Clinton
& Rowling

Festivaly Family and Food Carey &
Large

Seven Tiumes the Sunv guiding your
child thwough the riwthwng of the dawy S.
Dawiowv

Natwral Childhood A practical guide
to-the furst sevew yeows J.B. Thomsow

free youwr child’s true potentiod
M.Rawson

Mittew Strings for God - Reflections for

Mothers iwa Huwrry K. Kenisow
Work ond Play inwEawrly Childihvood..
Freya Jaffke

Early Childhood Education
Freshwater Creek Steiner Schoal and
Kindergarten

52 Mcintyre Road Freshwater Creek 3216
Phone 52645077
admin(@freshwatercreeksteinerschoaol.com.au



